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Promote Active Student Engagement 
 

Teachers should use a variety of instructional strategies to create an active and engaged student environment. Some 
strategies are building a positive student—teacher relationships by connecting learning to students’ lives; varying activities 
between teacher-led, peer-assisted, and student-regulated formats; and using technology to support student engagement.  

ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT: heart of positive academic outcomes 

What is It?  Promoting active student engagement helps to develop student self-sufficiency and interest in the 
learning task through relevant content.  Lesson delivery methods that go beyond lectures such as individually focused 
structures, building positive relationships, and ensuring higher-order thinking that require students to reflect, analyze, 
evaluate and synthesize their learning stimulate high student engagement and strong academic achievement.  

TEACHING IN ACTION The ability to create an environment of active student participants in the learning 
process depends on the teacher’s behavior, actions, and instructional practices.  Teachers play a key role in engaging students 
because student interaction will only be as powerful as the teacher’s prompts.  Creating classroom opportunities for 
developing higher-order thinking through total participation techniques fosters a high participation environment.  Teachers 
should also integrate their own positive relationships with students into daily classroom instruction to promote a positive 
learning environment. 

Evidence of learning will occur when students are actively participating and developing higher-order thinking.  Teachers can 
promote active student engagement and hold all students accountable to the thinking and learning by: 

 Integrating student names and lives into classroom examples and test items 
 Using individual white board for all students to attempt a sample problem while teacher observes 
 Ask questions then using popsicle sticks with student names to randomly select students to respond    
 Additional examples of Total Participation Techniques can be found here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.teacher.org/daily/11-total-participation-techniques-involve-movement/
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LEADERSHIP IN ACTION It is important that teachers are aware of the signs of disengagement and 
employ strategies to interrupt the patterns. To support such identification, administrators should provide examples of early, 
positive, and consistent student engagement strategies such as displaying their own connections to student interests, 
modeling positive environments, building relationships with students and observing active processing at deep levels of 
thinking. 

 

The following link provides additional information on successful applications such as the Influence of Teacher Perceptions 
and Becoming Independent Learners.  
 

How effective is It?  The development of student engagement practices is dependent on positive teacher—
student relationships and high cognition order thinking. It is also dependent on a climate that fosters a sense of community 
and a climate that rewards students’ sense of ownership of their own learning. For example, research shows that strong 
student—teacher relationships beginning in Kindergarten can have long-lasting effects on students through eighth grade. 
Conversely, student withdrawal and disengagement from school likely leads to negative outcomes.  

• Students who have a positive teacher—student relationship experience a substantial positive effect on their learning 
outcomes, by an effect size of 0.72.    

• The average effect size of interventions that influence student achievement is 0.40.  
• An effect size close to “1” signals a greater effect on student achievement.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WHAT TEACHERS ARE TEACHING AND STUDENTS ARE LEARNING    

A student who has a high level of engagement likely will see positive gains in their academic achievement and success 
through completion of high school. Ultimately, active and engaged students may adapt better to changing situations, 
become active citizens and positively develop their social and cultural awareness.   
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